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Patrician Brothers December 2013

The Provincial and Council, Regional and Council wish all our Brothers,
Novices and Postulants in Ireland and Kenya an abundance of joy )
happiness and peace this Christmas and throughout the New Year.



Carrickmacross 1963 Sixth Class Re-union
On 20th September a re-union of the 1963 Sixth Clast doSepls Primary School,
Carrickmacross.The function was @anised by Bill lynch, centre middle row and the
attendance included current principal Catherine Ké&lbnt row and former teachers Gregory
Fox extreme right, middle row and Camillus Regan extreme right, front row

Bro. Fergus Osborne in his party
rig-out for the Halloween party in
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Riverdale Nursing Home. Kenyan pupils in the computer room

2014 COMMEMORA'ION

The bicentenary of the death of our Foundaniel Delanywill occur in 2014. Ceremonies

will be held to mark the occasion organised by the Brigidine Sisters and ourselves. On July 8t
a paralitugy will be held at Daniel Delans’ancestral home at Paddock, Mountrath, followed
by Mass in & Fintans Church, Mountrath, at which Bishop Denis Nulty will preside.

On July 9th Mass will be celebratedTinllow, celebrated by Bishop Nulty

An overall committee of Patricians and Brigidines has been set up as well as separate committe:
including lay people, for Mountrath affdillow.



PATRICIAN COLLEGE, FINGLAS

In ourAugust Newsletter we reported on the ongoing work to bring about the amalgamation
of Patrician College, Finglas and the local Mater Christi girls’ school. The name of the
amalgamated school will be Colaiste na
Croise Nua (New Cross College).

A Board of Management of the new
school has been set up and its first
meeting was held on 15th Octob&he
chairperson is Noel Merrick, principal ¢
Colaiste lognaid Ris, Naas. Noel is wel
known in education circles having beei
president of IMB/CMCSS for a numbe
of yearsWe are very happy that he has
agreed to act as chairperson of the ney
Board as his skills and educational Patrician College, Finglas
experience will be of great help during the early
days of the new school.

Applications have been invited for the position of
principal of the new school and interviews for the
post will be held in late November

Other issues currently being undertaken by the new
Board of Management include drawing up an
admissions policypromoting the school among the
local community and setting up a sub-committee to
Mater Christi oversee building issues.

Peter and Breda O’Reilly visit a tea plantation with Colm O’Connell on a recent trip to Kenya






Down Memory Lane







CHRISTMAS EVE
(Adapted from Frances Chester®itiow Far is it
to Bethlehem?’)

How far is it to Bethlehem?
Not very far

Shall we find the stable room
Lit by a star?

Can we see the little child?
Is he within?
If we lift the wooden latch
May we go in?

If we touch his hand
Will he awake?
Will he know we’ve come this far
Just for his sake

Great kings have precious gifts
We may have naught
Our smiles and our tears
May be all we brought

We walk the human way
Of friendship, joy and pain
We return to the source again
At one where Life began

God’s Son in a moth& arms
A babe in a byre
The child within each one
Knows the hear$ desire

To love and be loved
To care for and belong
We begin to welcome the Christ
With process, music and song



THE PHARISEE AND THE TAX COLLECT OR

(Lukel8:9-14)
Cormac Commins

We recently celebrated the feasiAdif Saints. Some of us have our favourite saint suchtas S

Anthony whose relic attracted thousands in Ireland some timaéNegalso have our favourite

Gospel storyl happen to have a liking for the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector
The opening words of the parable made it clear that it was addressed to
those who prided themselves “on being upright and despised everyone
else.” The characters in the parable represent the two extremes of
Jewish society in the time of Jesus.
The Pharisee was the totally dedicated religious professional who
enjoyed popular esteerfax collectors or publicans were at the other
end of the social scale. They collected the taxes from their own people
and made their profit by adding a percentage to the taxes for
themselves. Throughout the Gospels the tax collectors are presented as
outsiders who had no loyalty to their own peopkex collector and
sinner meant the same thing.
One can imagine Jesus’ listeners wanting to

hear what the tax collector would pray.fdohe surprise is that it was

this man rather than the religious professional who knows instincti

how to prayHe is not there to impress God with a list of his good

deeds. Even his demeanour speaks of humiktg stood some

distance awagynot daring even to raise his eyes to heaven.” He stril

his breast as a sign of repentance and asks for néreyax collector

knows that he can sink no furthéranyone can save him it must be

God and that is what he prays.for

The Pharisee, on the other hand, was playing God and Luke conc

the parable: “Everyone who raises himself up will be humbled, but

anyone who humbles himself will be raised up.”

As | reflect on this parable | ask myself whether my prayer is closer to that of the Pharisee or

the tax collectar

KMF PRODUCTIONS

This is a company established in 1999 and it produces documentaries in various countries
around the world. Its series is entitled “What inWerld” and it features moving stories of
people whose lives have been affected by poverty and injustice. In doing

so it challenges the sense of inevitability that nothing can be done to

alleviate suffering and injustice.

The next series of productions will be broadcast ©& Rstarting on

Monday 2nd Decembefhe sequence is as follows:

Monday 2nd December: Cameroon and France (Foathakding

Factories)

Monday 9th December: Mexico (Mass Murder in Mexico)

Monday 16th December: Uganda (The First 1,000 Days)

Monday 23rd December: Israel and USA (Body Organs for Sale)

These programmes are part-funded by Religious Orders and Congregations in Ireland includir
the Patrician Brothers and are worth watching!
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